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Every Child
Deserves A Home:
Devon Gets A
Second Chance

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

BY DR. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG Devon is a 16-year-old who is
passionate about his music. A
self-taught guitarist and music
student of Dave Shepard’s
Rock-n-Blues Academy,
Devon was a member of his
award-winning high school
jazz band and today is an
accomplished musician who
frequently plays local gigs. A
junior in high school, Devon is
equally passionate about
ROTC, is a member of the Drill
Team and aspires to enter the
military after high school. He
loves to read books, watch
movies and write songs, and is
a member of Toastmasters,
where he attends weekly
meetings. But, when you meet
Devon, you’ll soon discover the
most important and influential

thing in his life isn’t his guitar
or ROTC uniform. It’s his
adoptive mother and role
model, Natalie.
Lonely. That’s the one
word that Devon uses to
describe his time in foster care.
Now 16, Devon spent most of
his life in the foster care
systems in Pinellas County and
the Virgin Islands before finally
being adopted on March 14,
2011. And he’ll be quick to
remind you he isn’t perfect.
Devon waited in foster care for
over 10 years before being
adopted, experiencing multiple
placements and multiple disappointments. He knew the foster
home or group home he was in
was just temporary; not where
he belonged. He lived each day
in limbo, and the pervasive
word he uses to describe that
time of his life is lonely.

DEVON

continued on pg. 12
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WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - It’s
over. The lengthy involuntary
manslaughter trial in the case of
King of Pop Michael Jackson
ended this week with a guilty
verdict for his personal doctor,
Conrad Murray and “mixed
emotions” from Jackson loved
ones.
R ev eren d Al S h arp t o n ,
close friend of the Jackson
family, and eulogist at Michael
Jackson’s funeral said in a
statement, “I received the news
of the guilty verdict in the trial
of Dr. Conrad Murray with
mixed emotions feeling that
only a down payment of justice
has been served.”
M u rray p u rch as ed an d
administered the powerful anesthetic propofol which Jackson
craved to help him fall asleep.
Murray was accused of giving
the star an overdose of the drug
and taking too long to respond
after Jackson stopped breathing
June 25, 2009.
The dramatic trial, which
l as t ed m o re t h an a m o n t h ,
featured a string of Murray’s
girlfriends who spoke of how he
called them on the day Jackson
died, supporting patients who
spoke of his compassion and
care, anesthesiologists, and
other expert witnesses.
Murray could serve as much
as four years in prison for the
death of Michael Jackson.
However, speculation has it that
with overcrowding in the Los
Angeles penal system, he could
serve out his time in a house
arrest or a less likely probation.

The star-studded Jackson
family expressed relief at the
v e r d i c t f o r M u r r a y, s o m e
crying.
“He was in that courtroom
and that’s why victory was
served,” Jackson’s sister La
Toya told CNN News as she left
the courthouse.
“I’m just happy it’s over
with. Nothing will bring him
back, but I’m just happy
(Murray) was found guilty,”
said another sister, Rebe.
Jackson’s mother, Katherine,
remained silent after the verdict
was read, quietly wiping away
tears.
In a statement issued on
S a t u r d a y b e f o r e M o n d a y ’s
verdict, Jackson’s father, Joseph
Jackson, issued a statement
describing the saga as “one of

the darkest moments of our
lives.”
H e w r o t e , “ We m i s s
Michael endlessly, our pain
cannot be described in words.
But Michael would not want us
to give up now. So we want to
thank all of his faithful supporters and loyal fans worldwide,
you – who Michael loved so
much. Please do not despair,
because Michael will continue
to live on in each and every one
of you. Continue to spread his
message, because that is what
he would want you to do. Carry
on, so his legacy will live
forever.”
Crowds of fans outside the
courthouse cheered at the news
of Monday’s verdict.
S h a r p t o n ’s s t a t e m e n t
concluded:

“Certainly I feel that more
punishment could and should
have been served, but I am
pleased that this jury didn’t
blame Michael for his own
death,” said Sharpton’s brief
statement. “For the Jackson
family, particularly his mother
and children that have gone
through this horrific ordeal, to
hear a verdict that buried
Michael again would have
been devastating. I am happy
that they didn’t have to suffer
that indignity. I feel that Dr.
Murray and others who
benefited from Michael, but
didn’t protect him, got off relatively lightly. Michael lost
his life and we lost one of the
greatest entertainers that ever
lived. I lost a friend and will
never forget him.”

Cain Denies
Sexual Harassment Charges
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
W A S H I N G T O N
( Tr i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) Herman Cain, the only black
presidential candidate among
eight Republicans vying to
challenge President Obama in
2012, has surprisingly surged to
the forefront – only to face
sexual harassment charges that
he vehemently denies
But, yet another denial at
the National Press Club also
raised eyebrows. He said race
has nothing to do with widespread angst against President
Obama.
The atmosphere was hyped
as members and guests at the
Press Club luncheon awaited his

response to the allegation that
had surfaced in the newspaper,
P o l i t i c o . C a i n ’s t a x p l a n
numbers “999” colorfully
emblazoned on the tops of the
cupcake deserts belied the seriousness of the moment as a
standing-room-only horde of
media lined the club, cameras
and recorders ready for Cain’s
defense.
“Number one, in my entire
over 40 years of business experience, running businesses and
cor p o r a t i o n s , I h a v e n e v e r
sexually harassed anyone,” he
said in response to the first
question for NPC President
Mark Hamrick. “Number two,
while at the restaurant association, I was accused of sexual
harassment – falsely accused I

might add. I was falsely accused
of sexual harassment and when
the charges were brought, as the
leader of the organization, I
recused myself and allowed my
general counsel and my human
resource officer to deal with the
situation. And it was concluded,
after a thorough investigation,
that it had no basis.”
He continued, “As far as a
settlement, I am unaware of any
sort of settlement. I hope it
wasn’t for much because I
didn’t do anything. But, the fact
of the matter is I’m not aware of
a settlement that came out of
that accusation. Per the article,
two anonymous sources claim
sexual harassment. We’re not
going to chase anonymous
sources when there’s no basis

Herman Cain

for the accusation.”
In a follow up question from
Hamrick, Cain said he would
not ask the Association to
release any records to further
“verify or shoot down” his
version of the story.

CAIN

continued on pg. 12
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Cain Isn’t Able … To Keep His Lies Straight
BY GEORGE E.
CURRY
NNPA
COLUMNIST
And Cain talked
with Abel his brother: and it came to
pass, when they were in the field, that
Cain rose up against Abel his brother,
and slew him. – Genesis 4:8
In Biblical times, Cain slew
Abel. Today, another Cain –
Republican presidential hopeful
Herman Cain – can’t put to death the
allegations by at least four women
that he sexually harassed them in the
late 1990s during his tenure as
president of the National Restaurant
Association.
Cain’s shifting and contradictory
explanations are part of a larger
pattern of what FactCheck.org calls “a
proven ability to spread outrageously
false information – such as accusing
Planned Parenthood of ‘genocide’and
concentrating abortion clinics in black
neighborhoods.”
Cain has mismanaged the sexual
harassment claims from the
beginning.
Politico reported on Oct. 30:
“During Herman Cain’s tenure as the
head of the National Restaurant
Association in the 1990s, at least two
female employees complained to
colleagues and senior association
officials about inappropriate
behavior by Cain, ultimately leaving
their jobs at the trade group, multiple
sources confirm…”
The Web site reported, “…They
signed agreements with the restaurant group that gave them financial
payouts to leave the association. The
agreements also included language
that bars the women from talking
about their departure.”
Politico protected the identity of

two women who had filed charges
again Cain. The New York Times
reported on a third woman. And on
Monday, a fourth woman – the first
to go public – held a press conference
in New York to detail charges against
Cain. Sharon Bialek said Cain tried
to obtain sexual favors from her in
exchange for his help in finding her a
new job.
When the scandal first broke,
Cain said in a speech at the National
Press Club on Oct. 31 that he was
“unaware of any settlement” with
women who had accused him of
sexual harassment. Later, on that
same day, he gave a different answer
in an interview with Greta Van
Susteren on Fox News.
According to a transcript of the
program, Cain said, “The one [complaining employee] that I am familiar
with worked in the Washington
office. And I can’t even remember
her name because she had not been a
long-term employee. But I do
remember the formal allegations she
made in terms of sexual harassment.”
When asked about the settlement, Cain replied: “Maybe three
months’ salary or something like
that, just vaguely trying to recall it.”
The next day, in an interview
with Robin Meade on CNN, Cain
changed the payoff amount to
“somewhere in the vicinity of three
to six months.”
According to the New York
Times, it was even larger. On Nov. 2,
the newspaper, citing three unnamed
sources with “direct knowledge” of
the case, said the women were given
a year’s salary to leave the trade association.
In his interview with Van
Susteren, Cain said that he was
having difficulty recalling all the

details of the alleged sexual harassment incident because it was 12
years ago. However, in a story
published Nov. 2 on Forbes
magazine’s online site, Cain said he
had shared the sexual harassment
allegations with a consultant he used
in his failed 2004 U.S. Senate
campaign in Georgia.
The Politico story also noted,
“Cain, who has been married to his
wife Gloria for 43 years, did tell at
least one campaign staffer this year
about the possibility that claims of
sexual harassment could surface,
according to the aide.”
The candidate who likes to
lecture people about personal
responsibility has chosen to play the
blame game. He told Van Susteren,
“I have no idea who’s egging this on,
who’s on this witch hunt...”
And there was this exchange on
CNN:
MEADE: So you feel this is a
smear campaign? From whom, do
you think?
CAIN: I absolutely believe that
this is an intended smear campaign
using these two cases – like I said,
I’m not even aware of the second
one. It’s a smear campaign. When
they cannot –
MEADE: By whom? Do you
know by whom?
CAIN: We don’t know. We have
no idea.
Later in the program, Cain
blamed “the innuendoes from all the
news reports that haven’t been presenting the facts.”
In the Forbes interview, Cain
shifted the blame from the media to
Curt Anderson, a former Cain consultant now working for Texas Gov.
Rick Perry’s presidential bid. After
Anderson denied the charge, Cain’s
backed away from his allegation.

That is not the only example of
Cain flip-flopping. He was interviewed Oct. 19 on CNN by Piers
Morgan. After Cain said he is
opposed to abortion under all circumstances, Morgan pressed the
GOP presidential candidate.
MORGAN: But you’ve had
children, grandchildren. If one of
your female children, grandchildren,
was raped, you would honestly want
her to bring up that baby as her own?
CAIN: … No, it comes down to
it’s not the government’s role, or
anybody else’s role to make that
decision. Secondly, if you look at the
statistical incidents, you’re not
talking that big a number. So what
I’m saying is it ultimately gets down
to a choice that that family or that
mother has to make. Not me as
president, not some politician, not a
bureaucrat. It gets down to that
family. And whatever they decide,
they decide. I shouldn’t have to tell
them what decision to make for such
a sensitive issue.
But in an Oct. 30 interview on
“Meet the Press” with Bob Schieffer,
Cain took a different position.
CAIN: … I am pro-life from
conception, period. I was – that piece
that was pulled out was taken totally
out of context when we were talking
about –
SCHIEFFER: Okay, so in other
words – you don’t – would not ever
believe in abortion if rape, incest or
the health of the mother was
involved.
CAIN: Correct. That’s my
position.
As we have seen, Cain’s position
changes frequently, sometimes
within the same day. Maybe contradicting himself or outright lying is
the curse of Cain.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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DEADLINES

Stop The Violence Against Women
BY DR.
JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA
COLUMNIST
The Fort Worth
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Incorporated held
its annual Sisterhood Luncheon
last Saturday, and I was privileged
and honored to be the keynote
speaker. A cloud hovered over the
luncheon, though, and the media
was there to talk about it. Four
Delta women have been raped in
the Dallas Fort Worth area in the
last year by a serial rapist who
appears to be targeting women in
their 50s and 60s. The rapes have
caused such alarm that the national
President of our sorority, Cynthia
Butler McIntyre, has issued an
alert, suggesting caution in displaying Delta identification on
automobiles, and in wearing identifying t-shirts and sweaters.
Every two minutes, someone
is sexually assaulted. More than
200,000 people, mostly women,
are sexually assaulted each year.
But only one in sixteen rapists will
spend even a moment in jail –
more than 60 percent of all rapes
are not reported to the police.
Most rapes occur within a mile of
a victim’s home, or in her home,
and almost two-thirds of all rapes

are committed by someone the
victim actually knows. Nearly 80
percent of all rapes are perpetrated
on women under 30, so the Delta
rapes are unusual in many
respects. Still, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority has the opportunity to
turn the pain of these rapes into an
empowering moment by organizing to stop the violence against
women.
The Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA) was authored by
Vice-President Joe Biden when
he was the senator from
Delaware. It became law in 1994,
and was reauthorized in 2000 and
2005. It is up for reauthorization
again this year, and while it
should face no trouble in
Congress, who knows with this
Congress? While there should be
no resistance to this reauthorization, it is important for women to
remind their congressional representatives that this critical legislation must be reauthorized.
Additionally, there is a federal
agency that focuses on implementing VAWA by providing resources
to organizations dedicated to preventing violence against women.
The Office on Violence against
Women (ww.ovw.usdoj.gov) is
part of the Department of Justice.
Earlier this fall, they held a
meeting of university chancellors
and presidents to talk about

cam p u s s afet y an d v i o l en c e
against women, since collegeaged young people are more likely
to be victims of such violence than
others are. The office urges people
needing assistance to reach out to
the National Domestic Violence
Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE or the
National Sexual Assault Hotline at
1-800-656-HOPE.
Although we are well into the
twenty-first century, we still treat
the crime of rape with nineteenth
cen t u ry s en s i b i l i t i es . M any
women lack the courage that the
Guinean victim of former World
Bank
President
Dominique
Strauss-Kahn (also known as
DSK) showed. Yet her treatment
is a cautionary tale about why so
many victims are silent. After
Naffissatou Diallo spoke up, we
learned all her business – that she
cleaned rooms for $25 an hour in
New York, that she had an
acquaintance or fiancé who may
have been involved in drugs and
was incarcerated in Arizona, that
she may have lied on her immigration application, and that she may
have earned income that she did
not report. Before it was all said
and done, charges were dropped.
Then DSK fled back to France
where he spoke of an “inappropriate relationship” with Diallo.
Give me a break! When does
spilling your semen on someone

you do not know constitute a relationship? I digress. The point is
that many women don’t speak out
because they don’t want to be
dragged through the media mud of
scrutiny into their past lives. Even
a prostitute can be raped, but the
prostitute wouldn’t likely get a fair
trail, especially if her abuser were
rich and powerful. The victim’s
character is still placed on trial,
and that shouldn’t be the case.
And yet, how many women judge
victims of rape with the same
harsh scrutiny that others have.
What was she wearing? Was she
asking for it? Was it just miscommunication?
VAWA does not address
many of these questions, and
perhaps it cannot. We have to
change the culture so that rape is
so repugnant an act that most
people will not consider it as an
option, that penalties are so
harsh that people can be thrown
under the jail for such crimes.
Four members of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority were violated in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area, and
more than 200,000 people are
violated in our nation each year.
Delta can use the pain of these
rapes to lead the nation in
drawing a line in the sand.
Enough is enough. It is time to
stop the violence against women.

All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger
no later than 4 p.m. Monday

COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice
or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may
be edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions become
the sole property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the right to run
all or part of any submission at a later time.
Some submissions may take precedence due to
timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 44 • Number 11
Published Thursday, November 10, 2011
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

What are your opinions on The Weekly Challenger?

Please feel free to let us know.

Call (727) 896-2922 or Email
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or Write to:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.,
Suite F, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

THE WEEKLYCHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
PCHA Vice Chair Angela Rouson
Appointed To Juvenile Welfare
Board Of Pinellas County
ST. PETERSBURG - The
P i n e llas County Housing
Authority (PCHA) is very proud
to announce that Governor Rick
Scott has appointed PCHA's Vice
Chair, Ms. Angela Rouson, to the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County!
The mission of the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB) is to
support the healthy development
of all children and their families
in Pinellas County through
advocacy, research, planning,
training, communications, coordination of resources and
funding.
Commissioner Rouson, a

native of St Petersburg, has been a
member of PCHA's board since
2004, previously serving as Chair.
She also currently serves on the
Board of Trustees for the St.
Petersburg Hospital Foundation,
the Executive Board of the Stuart
Society of the St Petersburg
Museum of Fine Arts, the Board
of the Cathedral School of St.
Jude, and the National Council of
Negro Women St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section. In addition,
she served on the Board of
Trustees for Florida A&M
University.
Commissioner Rouson is the
proud mother of five young men,

and the wife of State
Representative Darryl Rouson.
Her career spans from non-profit
organizations such as the
American Red Cross to corporations including Macy's, IBM,
Ceridian Benefits Services, and
Bayfront Medical Center. She
received her B.S. in Marketing
from Hampton University in
1988 and her MBAfrom Florida
A&M University in 2000.
Commissioner Rouson is
certain to be an outstanding board
member for the JWB!
Her appointment is subject
to confirmation by the Florida
Senate.

Volunteers Needed To Help
Individuals Understand Their
Medicare Choices
ST. PETERSBURG - We
need SHINE (Serving Health
Insurance Needs of Elders) volunteers to help individuals
understand
Medicare
and
provide free unbiased information and counseling.SHINE is
called SHIPin most of the other
50 states in the United States.
Do you want a volunteer
position that is truly fulfilling
and mentally stimulating? Then
consider counseling seniors and
the disabled with the SHINE

(Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Elders) program.
SHINE volunteers are both
active and retired individuals
from diverse career and cultural
backgrounds.
As a volunteer, you will
receive initial training, continuing education and a supportive
environment with dedicated colleagues. Training will be offered
in January 2012.
SHINE is a free service of
the Florida Department of Elder

Affairs, operated locally through
the Area Agency on Aging of
Pasco - Pinellas, Inc.SHINE
provides free and unbiased
Medicare information and counseling.For more information or
to learn how you can volunteer,
please call the Elder Helpline
toll-free at 1-800-963-5337,
c o n t act S u s an S am s o n at
samsons@elderaffairs.org
or
visit the SHINE website at
www.FloridaSHINE.org.

Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service Benefits Local Charities
ST. PETERSBURG – To
help you develop that “attitude
o f g ratitude” du ring the
upcoming holiday season,
please join in worshiping
together at the 29th Annual
Community Interfaith
Th a n ks giving Servic e on
Sunday, Nov. 20, beginning at 4
.p.m at Maximo Presbyterian
Church, 3200 58th Avenue
South in St. Petersburg. The
Rev.
Douglas
McMahon,
Director of Campus Ministries
and Chaplain at Eckerd College

www.eckerd.edu and co-pastor,
Missio Dei Community
www.themissiodei.com,
will
talk about "Thanks Be to God
for Friendship."
In addition, you have the
opportunity to provide support
for those who are trying to
rebuild their lives or just trying
to get by until they are able to
find a job. The St. Petersburg
Clergy Association, sponsors of
the ecumenical service, will
collect an offering of nonperishable food items as well as

monetary gifts to support people
in need. The offering benefits
five area charities: Beacon
House, Operation Attack, the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic, Daystar
Life Center and Gulf Coast
Jewish Family Services. In
addition to monetary contributions, the clergy association
asks that attendees bring nonperishable food contributions.
The offering and canned goods
will be divided among the five
agencies.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Josephine Persha
Secretary, Manager, Mother, Grandmother
Unlike many other residents of
St. Petersburg, Josephine Persha has lived
here all of her life, except for trips to other
states to visit family members. Has it bothered
her to live in one place for so many years
without packing up and moving away? Not
one bit! “I am just as content with where I am
now as I have always been. When I was
growing up, school, home, and church were
important to me. Today, home, church, and my
grandchildren are the things that make me
happy,” stated Persha.
Acie Persha, a mailman who was known
and loved by all of St. Petersburg, was her
only sibling. They lived in south St.
Petersburg with their parents and attended
Gibbs High School, from which Persha
graduated in 1950. Reading was Persha’s
favorite activity. In her words, “I read just
about anything. I never did anything spectacular. For me, there were no sports or clubs. I
just stayed on the honor roll.”
Persha also liked to socialize. To her and
her friends, the recently reopened Manhattan
Casino was the place to be on the weekends or
anytime a big band was in town. Before she
was old enough to buy a ticket to go inside,
she and her friends would gather outside to
listen to the music. When they were past 21
and legally able to go inside, they attended all
of the dances. According to Persha, “I didn’t
really care about dancing. I just wanted to hear
the music and be with my friends.”
Reading is still one of her favorite
pastimes, especially her Bible, romance
novels, and mysteries. Now, however, she has
added baking to her list of hobbies. She often
bakes pies or cakes to serve at church teas and
dinners. Friends often ask her to bake for
holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas. I
extracted a promise for a pound cake, but
could not get her pinned down on a date to
expect it.
Some kind of office work has kept Persha
employed for the past 40 or more years. For
more than 20 years, she was employed by the
St. Petersburg Housing Authority either in the
tenant selection department or as a manager.
The next 20 years and up to today, she has

worked as the secretary at Bethel A.M.E.
Church. Bethel is also the church that she has
attended all of these years. In addition to her
work during the week, she has also worked
within various church departments. She is a
steward now, but she has also served as an
usher, a member of the finance committee,
and in missionary activities. At one time, she
worked with the youth ushers as well. “I loved
ushering,” Persha said.
The mother of two children, Lillian and
Dana, Persha enjoyed their years growing up
as much as they did. “I always took them to
church and I was at their school and
community activities. At home, we played
board games a lot. I enjoyed our relationship
as they were growing up. I am enjoying my
grandchildren now. I see them three or four
times a year, but I talk with them every week,”
she related.
For a message to today’s parents and
children, Persha has hopes that, “Our youth
will look at themselves and make changes.
They need to conduct themselves in an orderly
fashion, learn to dress properly, and have
respect for themselves and their elders. The
girls should be ladylike, not loud and boisterous. The boys should not be wearing those
droopy pants.”
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Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
Two people who are very special to me
are celebrating 50 years of marriage. They
were childhood sweethearts. I am amazed by
their commitment and devotion to each other.
Their care and concern for each other is
unparalleled. My amazement is not really
about the way they nurture their relationship.
Honestly, I am amazed that they grew up in
the same country in which we see televised
images of celebrity marriages that last for
only a few months or weeks. Our society
seems to be captivated by celebrity romances
that often end in bitter break-ups.
The relationship between the couple celebrating 50 years of marriage is a symbol of what
can be if we take the time to nurture the soul of
our relationships. I am not naïve to the fact that
all marriages do not last forever. However, I am
hopeful and optimistic that when relationships

are cultivated in the right way, they flourish,
yield good fruit, and last a long time.
In this day of disposable relationships and
ten-minute marriages, isn’t it nice to hold
onto the hope that some marriages really do
last until “death do us part?” As children
grow, they need to see us in healthy relationships with others —- friendships, dating,
marriages, etc. How will they know how to
nourish their souls in healthy relationships if
we do not show them how to do so?
I commend those of you who have been
married five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five,
fifty years or more. You stand as shining
examples for those who would emulate you.
Thank you for showing us the way to nourish
our souls with our soul mates. Happy
Anniversary, Mama and Daddy . . . year fiftyone is on the horizon.

No Changes To Trash Pick Up
During Veterans Holiday Week
Some City Facilities Closed Friday, November 11
S T. P E T E R S B U R G –
There are no changes to the
residential trash collection
schedule for St. Petersburg
customers during the Veterans
holiday week, Nov. 7 to 11. All
pick up days remain the same.
Facilities closed on Friday,
Nov. 11, include City Hall,
Municipal Services Center,
libraries, Business Assistance
Center, Enoch Davis Center,
Sunshine Center, Coliseum,

and Sunken Gardens’ business
offices.
St. Petersburg city facilities
OPEN for business on Friday,
Nov. 11 include Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve, three public
golf courses, Mahaffey
Theater, Municipal Marina
Ship’s Store, North Shore
Aquatic Complex, The Pier,
recreation centers, Sunken
Gardens attraction, brush sites,
and the city’s beach concession

stand on Treasure Island.
O n N o v. 1 1 , S u n k e n
Gardens, 1825 Fourth St. N.,
offers free admission for U.S.
military veterans and active
military members with ID.
For water or sewer
emergency service, contact the
Water Resources Department
at 893-7261.
For police, fire, or medical
emergencies, dial 9-1-1.

Elim Junior Academy Receives
A Letter From President Obama
SUBMITTED BY: LAWANNA
MCCOY, PRINCIPAL,
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Students in Grades K-8 wrote
l et t e r s t o t h e P r e s i d e n t i n
September. Afterwards, they
enjoyed a field trip to the Open
Air Post Office located in
d o w n t o w n S t . P e t e r s b u rg .
During their visit at the Post
Office, they personally mailed

their letters to the White House.
A few short weeks later,
President Obama responded,
thanking each student for
writing to him. Students encouraged the President to continue
doing a great job and told him
that they were praying for him.
President Obama thanked them
for their encouraging words,
and he (in turn) encouraged
them to do well in school and
emphasized the importance of

writing.
In addition to his letter, we
received pictures of the
President, his family and their
dog, Bo. They are framed and
are displayed on our hallway
wall.
All students were excited to
receive his letter! They are very
proud of his accomplishments
and thankful for the opportunity
to write to the President of the
United States!

Langston Hughes’ Black
Nativity: A Gospel Song-Play
For Free At The Palladium Theater
ST. PETERSBURG – During
the holiday season, the
Studio@620 is bringing a special
gift, free of charge, to Tampa
Bay audiences. The Studio@620
and the Palladium at St.
Petersburg College will produce
Sharon Scott in the epic musical,
Langston
Hughes’
Black
Nativity: A Gospel Song-Play, at
the Palladium at St. Petersburg
College, Nov. 25 thru 27.
Black Nativity is the joyous
account of the seminal event that
occurred over 2,000 years ago on
one silent night in Bethlehem. It’s
a celebration that tells the original
story of the Nativity in scripture,
verse, music and dance.
Combining the Gospel of St. Luke
with the poetry of Langston
Hughes, this song-play touches a
special chord in the hearts of all
during the holidays.

This year’s production will
again star renowned actor Sharon
Scott along with a blissful
company of singers, actors,
dancers and musicians delivering
a powerful message of hope that’s
perfect for the entire family.
“Black Nativity is a songplay with great energy and
spirit,” said Bob Devin Jones, the
production’s director. “Music for
the show is anchored by joyous
and uplifting versions of gospel
favorites that celebrate the
Christmas story. Black Nativity
is the Studio@620’s holiday card
to the Tampa Bay area.”
Performances are Friday, Nov.
25 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 26 at
2 p.m. And Sunday, Nov. 27 at
7 p.m. Tickets are available at the
Palladium Theater Box Office,
which is open from noon until
4 p.m. Mondays through Fridays,

Mary and Jesus in Langston
Hughes’ Black Nativity

or at the Studio@620, which is
located at 620 1st Ave. South in St.
Petersburg and open from noon
until 4 p.m. Tuesdays through
Saturdays.
For tickets or more information, visit spcollege.edu/palladium
or call the Studio@620 at
727-895-6620.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Being Made Whole
Women’s Conference Changed Lives
Spiritual Advisor for President Obama keynote speaker at Local Women’s Conference
BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
TAMPA - Five spiritual, community
minded women partnered, hoping to birth a
ministry that would empower and strengthen
women to stand through adversity, regardless
of scars of hurt, guilt, or shame that so often
paralyzes and stifles the call of God on their
lives. The Being Made Whole women’s conference, held in the Crowne Plaza Hotel
Westshore was one of the latest ventures of
several women ministers that caught the eye
of world renown speaker and preachers, Rev.
Dr. Cynthia L. Hale of the Ray of Hope
Christian Church located in Decatur Georgia
and Rev. Dr. Toni J. Alvarado of Total Grace
Christian Center also headquartered in
Decatur.
Some of the local organizers of the conference, themselves talented spiritual women,
Rev. Gewanda Johnson, Rev. Ayakao
Watkins, Rev. Dr. Lillian Zakay, Dr. Pauline
Rivers and Dr. Deborah Austin, belonged to a
mentoring circle formed with mentor Rev.
LeQuita Porter to support, encourage and
affirm one another. They desire to extend this
concept of support to other female leaders in
the church, who often experience some of the
same discrimination today as years past.
Through these established uncensored, nonjudgmental mentoring groups, lifelong
friendships and networking communities
emerge.
“Sometimes in an effort to affirm a
spiritual calling and be taken seriously in the

spiritual community, some women think they
have to be strong all the time and suffer in
silence,” shared Rev. Ayakao Watkins, pastor
of Kingdom Bible Christian Church of
Tampa. “We are strong in our faith but that
does not mean we are immune from hurt and
disappointments,” she continued. Not only
are they supported locally by one another but
are also privileged to have personal relationships with accomplished speaker and
Minister Dr. Cynthia L. Hale, who is one of
the spiritual advisors for President Barack
Obama.
Dr. Hale has been serving in ministry for
more than 30 years. She holds a Master of
Divinity from Duke University and a
Doctorate of Ministry from United
Theological Seminary. Selected by Senator
Barack Obama and the Democratic Party, Dr.
Hale gave the opening invocation at the 2008
Democratic National Convention. She also
served as Co-Chair for "Women in Ministry
for Obama." Dr. Hale attended the
Inauguration for President Barack Obama
and read scripture during the Inaugural
Interfaith Prayer Service, which was held at
the National Cathedral. In July 2009, Dr. Hale
was appointed by President Barack Obama to
serve on the President's Commission on
White House Fellowships. “Dr. Hale, as prestigious as she is, is never too busy to lend a
hand or words of encouragement. In fact there
are a group of women that she mentors
because she believes in empowering women
for the kingdom,” stated Watkins.
Dr. Hale and friend and colleague, Dr.

Congratulations
To Bishop
Preston Leonard
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Bishop Leonard has served as the
pastor of Christ Gospel Church,
St. Petersburg for 54 years! His
service has acclaimed him the
honor of being the pastor, yet
living, with the longest tenure at
one edifice in the city. Bishop
Leonard’s contributions to the
local community and abroad to
foreign countries exemplify a life
of unprecedented service.
In 1957, Rev. Leonard and
five other adults gathered in the
home of Mother Estella Bryant
to launch a work in the ministry
that has reached thousands of
people. Fifty-four years later, this
ministry has expanded to have a
thriving ministry locally, as well
as throughout the nation and
internationally to have missions
in Ghana, Africa, the country of
Haiti, and the islands of Jamaica.
A s pecial celebra tion
honoring Bishop Leonard’s
accomplishments is scheduled

f o r t h e
w eek en d o f
N o v. 1 2 -1 3 .
A banquet
luncheon
w i l l b e h el d
Saturday at the
Frank
Cubby
Fellowship
Center in St. Petersburg. The
Sunday service morning at
11:30 will feature special
guest, Apostle L. Spencer
Thomas, Sr., Pastor of Greater
Praise
and
Deliverance
Church of Louin, Mississippi.
Family members and friends
from around the state of
Florida and nation are
expected to be in attendance
for this distinctive celebration.
For information, contact
C hrist Gospel C h u rch at
727-327-0997 or by email
cgchurch@tampabay.rr.com.
Christ Gospel is located at 2512
22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712. All are welcome!

Toni Alvarado traveled to Tampa to take part
in the Being Made Whole Conference and
brought the house down with messages
affirming women and reminding them that
damaged lives do not equate to non-destined
lives.
The conference attracted over 250
women representing more than 40 churches
from five bay area counties. “As successful
as we feel this conference was,” said conference organizer, Rev. Gewanda Johnson of
First United Methodist Church in
Auburndale, FL, “without the correct
follow up connecting women with people
who can help them with some of the internal
struggles they deal with, we have not done
all that God has asked us to do. We need to
make sure there are solid, Christian referrals
for those women who need more to help
deal with struggles. Prayer is powerful but
sometimes there are people who also need
medication or counseling or a sister to come
along side to coach them through a difficult
situation. We’ve established relationships
with other women who offer some of these
services.” This conference is just one of
many the organizers have planned. They
refer to themselves as Daughters of
Zelophehad. They are sisters with a strong
faith in the power and promise of God, just
as it was when God gave the land of Canaan
to Israel just as it was related in the book of
Numbers in the Bible. Others conferences
are already scheduled throughout the bay
area. The next event is scheduled for
January 27, 2012 in Plant City.

EARN MONEY NOW
Sell Advertising Space In The Weekly Challenger!

Call (727) 896-2922

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday through Sunday, Nov. 11-13 - Ribfest 2011, Vinoy
Park. Gates open daily at 11 a.m. Visit www.ribfest.org or
call 727-528-3828.
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 11-12 - Motown In Midtown.
This event features music of Motown Records during its
early days and tells the story of how Berry Gordy Jr. got his
start in realizing his dream and the dream of other young
talented musicians and singers. 100 percent of the
proceeds of show supports the Royal Theater Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Suncoast Senior Conservatory's ARTS
SCHOLARS FUND. Showtime: 7 to 9 p.m. Royal Theater
Boys & Girls Club Arts Academy, 1011 22nd Street South.
Visit www.royaltheaterMidtown.com or call 727-327-6556.
Saturday, Nov. 12 - Saturday Morning Market, Al Lang
Stadium parking Lot, corner of 1st Ave. and 1st St. S., 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit www.saturdaymorningmarket.com.
Saturday, Nov. 12 - Deck the Halls, Artlofts@Florida
Craftsmen Galleries, 10 Fifth St. N, St. Petersburg, 33707.
In its 23rd year, this yearly sale presents artist-made
holiday decorations for only $5 each. All sales benefit
Suncoast Hospice. Free to shop. 10 Fifth St. N, St.
Petersburg, 33707.
Sunday, Nov. 13 - St. Pete Yacht Club Vintage Motor
Classic, South Straub Park, 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Antique
and vintage vehicles older than 1980 including boats,
motorcycles, light trucks and car show. Visit
www.spyc.org/classic or call 727-580-1804.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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Wealth
Building

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: about.com

By Cherin L. Stover

Harriet E. Wilson

The Earned Income
Tax Credit
EITC for Individuals
If you’re like millions of Americans, you
work hard but you don’t earn a high income
and want to keep more of what you earn. The
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a credit
for people who earn low-to-moderate incomes.
EITC can reduce your taxes and can mean a
refund. Working families and individuals keep
more of what they earn.
Use the EITC Assistant to Find Out if
You Qualify for EITC
Find out if you are eligible for the EITC by
answering some questions and providing basic
income information through the EITC
Assistant feature located on the IRS website
www.irs.gov. The Assistant also estimates the
amount of your EITC.
Do You Qualify for EITC?
To qualify for Earned Income Tax Credit,
you must have earned income from employment, self-employment or another source and
meet certain rules. In addition, you must either
meet the additional rules for Workers without a
Qualifying Child or have a child that meets all
the Qualifying Child Rules for you.
What is Earned Income? Earned income
includes all the taxable income and wages you
get from working. There are two ways to get
earned income: you work for someone who
pays you or you work in a business you own.
Taxable earned income includes:
Wages, salaries and tips
Union strike benefits
Long-term disability benefits received
prior to minimum retirement age
Net earnings from self-employment
Examples of income that is not considered earned:
Interest and dividends
Pensions
Social Security
Unemployment benefits
Alimony
Child support
Earned Income Tax Credit Rules for
Everyone
To qualify for EITC, in addition to earned
income from employment, self-employment or
another source, you must meet all of the
following rules:
Have a valid Social Security Number
Cannot use the married, filing separate
filing status
Must be a U.S. citizen or resident alien all
year or a nonresident alien married to a U.S.
citizen or resident alien and choose to file a join
return and be treated as a resident alien
Cannot be the qualifying child of another
person (Aqualifying child cannot be used by
more than one person.)
Cannot file Form 2555 or 2555-EZ (related
to foreign earned income)
Your Adjusted Gross Income and earned

income must meet the limits listed later in this
article.
Your investment income must meet or be
less than $3,150.
If you are married and file a joint return
with your spouse, your spouse must also meet
the EITC rules for everyone.
If you meet the EITC rules for everyone,
you must also meet the rules for either workers
without a qualifying child or have a child that
meets the qualifying child rules.
Earned income and adjusted gross income
(AGI) must each be less than:
$43,998 ($49,078 married filing jointly)
with three or more qualifying children
$40,964 ($46,044 married filing jointly)
with two qualifying children
$36,052 ($41,132 married filing jointly)
with one qualifying child
$13,660 ($18,740 married filing jointly)
with no qualifying children
The maximum EITC for 2011:
$5,751 with three or more qualifying
children
$5,112 with two qualifying children
$3,094 with one qualifying child
$464 with no qualifying children
Rules for Workers without a Qualifying
Child
You (and your spouse, if filing a joint
return) must have lived in the United States for
more than half the tax year
Either you or your spouse, if filing a joint
return, must be at least age 25 but under age 65
You (or your spouse, if filing a joint return)
cannot qualify as a dependent of another
person.
EITC and other Public Benefits
Refunds received from EITC, Child Tax
Credit or any other tax credit are not considered
income for any federal or federally funded
public benefit. If you save your refund, federal
or federally funded agencies will not use it to
determine your eligibility or the amount of
your benefit. This new rule is for refunds
received after December 31, 2009 and through
2012. It is always best to check with your local
benefit coordinator to find out if your benefits
fall under this provision.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas
County (WBC) is supported by the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB) The Children’s Services
Council of Pinellas County and The Weekly
Challenger. The mission of WBC is to promote
and expand economic and asset-building
opportunities for low and moderate income
households throughout Pinellas County. WBC
promotes community awareness of the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and other tax
credits, provides free tax preparation assistance and supports linkages to essential assetbuilding programs, including financial
education workshops.

Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

Harriet E. Wilson (March 15,
1825 – June 28, 1900) is traditionally considered the first female
African-American novelist as well
as the first African-American of any
gender to publish a novel on the
North American continent. Her
novel “Our Nig” was published in
1859 and rediscovered in 1982.
“Our Nig” illustrates the
injustice of indentured servitude in
the antebellum northern United
States. The novel fell into obscurity
soon after its publication. In 1982, it
achieved national attention when it
was rediscovered by professor
Henry Louis Gates, Jr..
In 2006, William L. Andrews,
an English literature professor at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, and Mitch Kachun, a
history professor at Western
Michigan University, brought to
light Julia C. Collins' “The Curse of
Caste;” or “The Slave Bride” (1865).
Maintaining that “Our Nig” is more
autobiography than fiction, they
argue that “The Curse of Caste”
should be considered the first fully
fictional novel by an AfricanAmerican to be published in the U.S.
However, a number of novels and
other works of fiction of the period
were in some part based on real-life
events or could somehow be considered autobiographical - some titles
include Fanny Fern's “Ruth Hall”;
Louisa May Alcott's “Little
Women”; or even Hannah Webster
Foster's “The Coquette” (1797). The

first known novel by an AfricanAmerican is William Wells Brown's
“Clotel”; or, “The President's
Daughter,” originally published in
the United Kingdom.
On September 29, 1870, Harriet
Wilson married John Gallatin
Robinson in Boston, Massachusetts.
Robinson, an apothecary, was a
native of Canada, having been born
in Sherbrooke, Quebec. Robinson
was of English and German
ancestry; he was also almost
eighteen years Harriet Wilson's
junior. They resided at 46 Carver
Street between 1870 and 1877 when
they appear to have separated. City
directories after that date show both
Wilson and Robinson in separate
lodgings in Boston's South End. No
record has been found of a divorce,
but divorces were infrequent.
From 1867 to 1897, Mrs. Hattie
E. Wilson was listed in the Banner of
Light as a trance reader and lecturer.
She was active in the local
Spiritualist community, and she
would give "lectures", either while
entranced, or speaking normally,
wherever she was wanted. She spoke
at camp meetings, in theaters, and in
private homes throughout New
England; she shared the podium
with such stalwarts as Victoria
Woodhull and Andrew Jackson
Davis. She traveled as far as Chicago
as a delegate to the American
Association of Spiritualists convention in 1870.
Mrs. Wilson delivered lectures
on labor reform, and children's
education; although the texts of her
talks have not survived, newspaper
reports imply that she often spoke
about her life experiences, providing
sometimes trenchant and often
humorous commentary.
Closer to home, Hattie Wilson
was active in the organization and

maintenance of Children's
Progressive Lyceums, the
Spiritualist church equivalent to
Sunday Schools; she organized
Christmas celebrations; she participated in skits and playlets; at
meetings she sometime sang as part
of a quartet; she was also known for
her floral centerpieces and the
candies and confectioneries she
would make for the children were
long remembered.
When she was not pursuing
Spiritualistic
activities,
Hattie
Wilson was employed as a nurse and
healer (clairvoyant physician). For
nearly 20 years from 1879 to 1897,
she was the housekeeper of a boardinghouse in a two-story dwelling at
15 Village Street (near the present
corner of Dover [now East Berkeley
Street] and Tremont Streets in the
South End.) She rented out rooms,
collected rents and provided basic
maintenance.
Despite Wilson's active and
fruitful life after “Our Nig”, there is
no evidence that she ever wrote
anything else for publication.
On June 28, 1900, Hattie E.
Wilson died in the Quincy Hospital
in Quincy, Massachusetts. She was
buried in the Cobb family plot in that
town's Mount Wollaston Cemetery.
Her plot number is listed as 1337,
"old section."
At Wilson's death, her estranged
husband Robinson, describing
himself as a “capitalist”, was living
in the town of Pembroke,
Massachusetts with a twenty-fouryear-old woman named Izah Nellie
Moore. Two years later they
married..
The Harriet Wilson Project of
Milford has raised funds to place the
Harriet E. Wilson Memorial Statue
in the town's Bicentennial Park. It
was unveiled November 4, 2006 .
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PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

LIVE HOLIDAY SEASON REMOTE BROADCASTS
WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO EXPIERIENCE
THE POWER OF RADIO BY ADVERTIZING ON
WRXB – 1590AM. THIS SPECIAL PRICE AVAILABLE
ONLY FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

WRXB REMOTE PACKAGE INCLUDES
A TWO HOUR LIVE BROADCAST FROM THE SITE OF
YOUR BUSINESS, PLUS 25 COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s
IN THE WEEK LEADING UP TO THE REMOTE
BROADCAST AND AN ADDITIONAL 25
COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s AFTER THE BROADCAST.
REMOTES ARE 2 HOURS IN LENGTH AND CAN BE
BROADCAST MONDAY-FRIDAY BETWEEN 10 AM & 7 PM.

REGULAR PRICE - $1590 … NOW ONLY $ 600.00
BUT ONLY FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

5-3 1-8
3-6 2-7
7-5 8-2

YOU CAN CONTACT WRXB

AT 727-866-1591 or email: ed@wrxb.us
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)
3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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HEALTH AND FAMILY
7 Ways To Stop Dieting From The East
BY ELLEN FRANKEL
A tell-tale sign that the
holidays are just around the corner
is the number of weight loss television commercials telling viewers
how they can lose pounds and
have the ideal body in time for the
holiday festivities if they purchase
their products. If you have your
magnifier reading glasses on, you
can read the disclaimer that the
results shown on the advertisement are atypical. Of course they
are. Despite the weight loss
industry taking in 60 billion dollars
a year, statistics reveal that 95-98
percent of dieters regain the weight
in the long run, often with added
pounds.
This holiday season, while
we enjoy the lights that shine
from the city streets to the
country lanes, we can also turn
into our own inner light and, in
the process, let go of the dieting
culture and move into an internal
and intuitive/attuned basis for
eating allowing us to make peace
with food, our bodies and
ourselves.

The teachings of the East can
instruct us in the West on how to
move from the stress of the diet
mentality to the calmness of the
natural stream within us all. Here
are seven tips for cultivating this
priceless gift:
- Trust yourself and your
inner wisdom. That means
trusting your own internal cues to
guide you when you’re hungry,
what you’re hungry for and when
you’ve had enough instead of
turning to external dictates telling
you when and what to eat.
- Everything is cyclical. All
that arises passes away and will
arise again. In the realm of eating,
this means that getting hungry
and satisfying that hunger is a
natural process. Denying what
arises (hunger) encourages disconnection, rather than connection, and discourages being with
what is - being fully in just this
moment.
- Everything changes. How
many of us have said that we
want to look like we did in high
school, or at our wedding or after
a 2-month bout of Mono? Things

change, and that means our
bodies change, too. Rather than
fighting that, we can move
toward acceptance by take good
care of ourselves physically,
emotionally and spiritually. We
are a culture obsessed with
denying aging and death, and
forever searching for the fountain
of youth. A better approach is to
embrace the wisdom and gifts of
each age.
- The middle way: Seek
balance in life. In the realm of
food, this means neither living a
life of deprivation nor one of over
overindulgence.
- Compassion: for others and
for oneself. In the realm of food
and body, this means acting in a
loving, compassionate and nonjudgmental way in how we feed
ourselves and talk about our
bodies. It means celebrating body
diversity, and letting go of a culturally mandated notion of perfection and, instead, sharing the
beauty of imperfection.
- Gratitude: for being in this
world. Here, we can move from
anger and shame (what we feel

after breaking a diet, or when we
feel badly about our bodies) to a
place of gratitude and peace for
being a part of the great whole
and for having a human body in
this lifetime.
- Mindfulness. Practice
moving through the world with
awareness. This includes eating
with awareness, without guilt,
without counting calories or fat
grams. Instead, we can live with
an appreciation for the food that
gives the body energy, nourishment and enjoyment.
As the holiday season draws
near, the biggest gift we can offer
ourselves and our loved ones is
our full presence. And we can do
that by moving into a place of
s el f- l o v e a n d a t t u n e m e n t ,
counting our blessings rather
than our calories.
Ellen Frankel, LCSW is a
Jewish Buddhist and the author
of the novel, Syd Arthur
(Pearlsong Press, April 2011)
and other books related to her
work with eating and body
issues. You can visit her website
at: www.authorellenfrankel.com

Operation PAR Sponsors Non-Alcoholic
Drink Contest For The Holiday Season
PINELLAS PARK - With
the holiday season approaching,
there will be parties and celebrations. Unfortunately, many of
these parties and celebrations will
end in sadness due to a guest
driving when he has had a little
too much to drink. It may result
in a DUI, accident or worse, the
death of an innocent person.

Operation PAR is encouraging hosts to provide alcohol free
beverages for their guests who
will be driving and would like to
offer their assistance by sponsoring an annual Non Alcoholic
Drink Contest.
The public is invited to
submit non alcoholic drink
recipes. The top ten, determined

by a team of judges, will be
selected and invited to prepare
their drink for a panel of area
celebrities who will vote for the
first, second and third place
drink. The public will be invited.
All drinks submitted will be
featured in a free publication.
Send recipes to: Non Alcoholic
Drink Contest, Operation PAR,

Inc., 6655 66th St. North,
Pinellas Park, Florida 33781.
Recipes must be received by
Nov. 28. Celebrity judging will
occur the following week. Date
and time to be announced. For
more information, call Dayle
Catterton, Operation PAR,
Inc. 545-7564.

Coping With
Holiday Stress
(STATEPOINT) The holidays
are a time for family, fun and festivities. So why are you so stressed?
Actually, stress is associated
with positive life events as much as
negative ones. It’s normal to feel
overwhelmed when planning
family meals, shopping for gifts,
decorating the house or figuring out
what to do with the kids during their
holiday break.
“Stress causes an unhealthy
‘high alert!’ response that wears
down the body,” says Ashley Davis
Bush, author of the book “Shortcuts
to Inner Peace: 70 Simple Paths to
Everyday Serenity.” “Through
intentionally summoning a feeling
of inner calm, we literally change
the chemistry of our bodies.”
If you’re looking to keep a
calm head in the midst of visiting
relatives and busy shopping malls,
try some of Bush’s favorite
shortcuts this holiday season:
• Play It Again, Sam: When
you find yourself grumbling over a
nagging task (hanging lights,
preparing the guest room), play or
sing a specific song. It doesn’t have
to be holiday-related; any upbeat
tune will help!
• Remember This: When
waiting in line to purchase gifts or
groceries, ask yourself “What do I
need to remember?” Keep asking
yourself this question until you start
to get substantial answers like “I
need to remember what really
matters in life.”
• Stop ‘N’ Smell: Before you
being cooking a holiday meal, take
time to smell your ingredients. Or
pull a fragrant item from your
pantry that triggers positive

emotions (e.g. coffee, vanilla
extract, rosemary). Close your eyes
and inhale. The smell should
ground you in the present, allowing
you to savor your time in the
kitchen.
• My Sunshine: Family
dynamics are complicated and can
get strained during the holidays. If
you find yourself getting annoyed
with a loved one, consider
humming the song “You Are My
Sunshine” and remember that your
time together is limited. If your
buttons really get pushed, excuse
yourself and throw cool water on
your face or place a wet towel on
your neck. Cool relief to the body
brings relief to the mind as well.
• Touch Tank: It’s easy in the
hustle and bustle of the holidays to
forget to appreciate all the beautiful
decorations, not to mention the
beauty of the season. Consider
keeping a small box or basket of
seasonal treasures -- pine cones,
smooth stones, mistletoe and
chestnuts. Whenever you feel tense
or overwhelmed, take a few
moments to finger each object.
Simple appreciation tends to restore
inner calm.
“We often think we need to
change our circumstances to feel
peaceful or that we need to be
immersed in spa-like surroundings
to find tranquility,” says Bush. “But
inner peace requires no extra time
or money -- just a shift in attention.”
You can find more ways to
cope with stress at www.ashleydavisbush.com.
Let peace on earth begin with
you this holiday season.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Dolphins Pick Up First Win,
31-3 Over Chiefs

Dolphins’ QB Matt Moore

BY DAVE SKRETTA
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) The Miami Dolphins had
endured seven straight losses,
each one seemingly more disheartening than the last.
There was the one-point
loss at Cleveland in Week 2,
when the season still held so
much promise. The 15-point
lead that evaporated in an 18-15
overtime loss to Denver two
weeks ago. The seven-point
lead that went away last week in
a 20-17 defeat to the New York
Giants.
It all made what transpired
Sunday that much more satisfying.
Matt Moore threw for 244
yards and three touchdowns,
two to tight end Anthony
Fasano and another to Brandon
Marshall. Reggie Bush ran for
92 yards and another score. The
Dolphins’ defense shut down
the Kansas City Chiefs’ offense,
and the result was a 31-3
victory.
Finally, for the first time in
10 regular-season games.
``Instead of hanging around
and waiting for the guys on the
other side to screw it up, our

team just put it in their own
hands. That’s what I’ve been
waiting to see,’’ beleagured
Dolphins coach Tony Sparano
said. ``That’s the daring part.’’
The
Dolphins
looked
nothing like one of two winless
teams left in the NFL on a sunsplashed day at Arrowhead
Stadium and the Chiefs looked
nothing like a team that had
won four straight.
Matt Cassel was 20 of 39
for 253 yards, despite facing a
secondary missing cornerback
Vontae Davis and that had
backup Nolan Carroll leave
several times with a hamstring
injury.
The Dolphins’ relentless
front spent most of the
afternoon in Cassel’s face,
sacking him five times and
forcing the slow-footed quarterback to scramble nine more
times. The Chiefs came into the
game having allowed 13 sacks
all season, tied for sixth-best in
the league.
``We got beat in all three
phases,’’ Cassel said.
That the defeat came on the
heels of an exhilerating 23-20
overtime win over San Diego,
which gave Kansas City a share
of the AFC West lead, made it
all the more frustrating.
``It kind of looked like the
beginning of the season,’’ said
veteran linebacker Derrick
Johnson, referring to the Chiefs’
losses to Buffalo and Detroit by
a combined 89-10.
``You’ve got to be a pro,’’
Johnson said. ``Whatever you
have to do to get yourself ready

to go, you’ve got to do it. We
didn’t do a good enough job.’’
The result may have
surprised everyone but the
Dolphins.
After all, they’ve been in
just about every game this
season, leading seven of the
eight. And with Moore gaining
confidence, an athletic wide
receiver corps and the reemergence of Bush, the former
No. 2 overall draft pick, Miami
could pose a threat to everyone
left on its schedule.
``They’re a good team and
they played really well,’’ Chiefs
linebacker Andy Studebaker
said. ``You look at what they did
as a team, and you can see it was
a team win for them. They
executed better than we did and
that cost us the game.’’
Things looked promising
for Kansas City its opening possession, when it put together a
grinding, 14-play, 53-yard drive
that Ryan Succop finished off
with a 43-yard field goal.
The Chiefs didn’t do much
after that.
Miami answered with a
touchdown later in the first
quarter when nobody pick up
Fasano off the line of
scrimmage and Moore hit him
from 3 yards out. The TD
started a run of 31 straight
points for Miami, more than it
had scored in any game this
season.
On the Dolphins’ ensuing
possession, Moore hit fullback
Charles Clay for gains of 21 and
22 yards, and then found Fasano
open down the sideline for a 35-

yard touchdown completion and
a 14-3 lead.
The Dolphins’ offense
really hit the accelerator in the
third quarter, when Moore
found Marshall for a 14-yard
touchdown pass, and Bush
shook loose for a 28-yard
scoring run, his first touchdown
on the ground since Nov. 15,
2009.
Any chance of a comeback
ended early in the fourth
quarter, when Kansas City
failed to convert on fourth down
at the Dolphins 3. The Chiefs
also couldn’t score on fourthand-goal at the 5-yard line in the
closing minutes.
``This was not the kind of
performance we expected or
wanted,’’ Chiefs coach Todd
Haley said. ``This was a very
dangerous team that was
playing a lot better than their
record.’’
Chiefs cornerback Brandon
Flowers put it more succinctly.
``We got beat,’’ he said.
``We got beat pretty bad by the
Miami Dolphins. At home.’’
NOTES: LB Jason Taylor
played in his 196th game for
Miami, tied with OL Bob
Kuechenberg for second place
on the franchise list. ... The
three points allowed by the
Dolphins were the fewest since
they beat Buffalo 16-3 on Dec.
7, 2008. ... Jackie Battle carried
14 times for 40 yards for the
Chiefs. Cassel was their secondleading rushing with nine
carries for 38 yards. ... The
Chiefs have lost eight of their
last 10 games against Miami.
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Brees, Saints Run Past
Rival Buccaneers 27-16

Saints QB Drew Brees

BY BRETT MARTEL
NEW ORLEANS (AP) Drew Brees would like to think
the Saints will build on their
latest commanding performance
and avoid sliding back into the
puzzling pattern of inconsistency that has defined their past
month.
At the very least, New
Orleans will spend another
week atop the NFC South after
Brees passed for two scores and
the Saints racked up 195 yards
rushing in a 27-16 victory over
Tampa Bay on Sunday.
``This is a pretty critical
time for us, this month of
November,’’ Brees said. ``It’s a
time when a lot of teams
separate themselves from the
rest of the pack, and we want to

be one of those teams. And this
is when you want to be on a roll,
so hopefully this is the start of
that.’’
New Orleans (6-3) has
alternated sloppy losses with
impressive victories during its
past four games. A loss marred
by four turnovers in Tampa Bay
last month was followed by a
stunning 62-7 victory over
Indianapolis. Then came a
humbling loss at previously
winless St. Louis a week ago.
The loss to the Rams was
particularly troubling for New
Orleans’ offensive line after
Brees was sacked six times and
the Saints managed only 56
yards rushing.
This week, the offensive
line got a boost from the return
of starting right tackle Zach
Strief, who’d missed five games
with a sprained right knee. The
running game was far more productive and Brees was not
sacked.
``The big thing for us right
now is to play like this every
week, to not have letdowns,’’
Strief said. ``This is a talented
team and a team that has the
ability to be successful.’’
Brees passed for 258 yards
and touchdowns of 3 yards to
Lance Moore and 21 yards to
Darren Sproles. Pierre Thomas
added a tackle-breaking, 9-yard
scoring run.
Despite playing without
linebacker Jonathan Vilma,

sidelined by a sore left knee,
and losing starting cornerback
Tracy Porter to a neck injury
early in the game, New Orleans
held Tampa Bay (4-4) without a
touchdown until Josh Freeman
hit Kellen Winslow with 5:33
left.
The defense set a tone early
by dropping LeGarrette Blount
for a loss on fourth-and-short,
gang tackling the running back
while safety Roman Harper
stripped the ball. The play maintained a scoreless tie and the
Saints took the lead for good
soon after.
The Bucs struggled to
contain Sproles, who finished
with 57 yards receiving on five
catches and 42 yards rushing on
four carries. Chris Ivory added
67 yards rushing and Thomas
66.
Freeman had 281 yards
passing, but was routinely
p res s u red an d p l ag u ed b y
untimely overthrows.
The Bucs hoped to get a
boost from Blount’s return after
he’d missed two games with a
left knee sprain. He gained 72
yards on 13 carries, but also was
called for a drive-stalling
personal foul when he swatted
his open hand across defensive
end Will Smith’s face mask. The
Bucs settled for a field goal on
that drive.
Tampa Bay was penalized
nine times for 80 yards, a
statistic that bothered coach

Raheem Morris.
``Those things we cannot
allow to happen,’’ Morris said.
``It’s not good enough to come
to the sideline and apologize to
your teammates, coaches or
whoever. It’s just selfish, undisciplined football.’’
Brees now has a TD pass in
36 straight games, tying Brett
Favre for the second-longest
streak in NFL history. Brees
will need to keep that streak
going into next season to tie
Johnny Unitas, who had scoring
passes in 47 straight games.
Connecting on 27 of 36
throws, Brees surpassed 20-plus
completions for his NFL record
29th straight game.
With 3,004 yards passing in
2011, Brees also is the first NFL
player to eclipse the 3,000-yard
mark in the first nine games of a
season.
New Orleans remains a
half-game ahead of Atlanta (53) in the NFC South and visit
the Falcons next.
Tampa Bay dropped into
third place with its third loss in
four games.
``We played average at
times today,’’ said Bucs cornerback Ronde Barber, who
watched his team settle for a
field goal after his interception
on the Saints 33-yard line.
``You generally get what you
deserve in this game. We don’t
deserve to be top of the division
right now.’’

Flacco Rallies
Ravens Past
Steelers 23-20

Ravens QB Joe Flacco

BY WILL GRAVES
PITTSBURGH (AP) Baltimore Ravens coach John
Harbaugh’s chin took a beating
in the aftermath of his team’s
dramatic 23-20 win over the
Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday
night.
He can live with the beauty
mark if his resilient team keeps
finding ways to beat its arch
rival.
Joe Flacco hit Torrey Smith
for a 26-yard touchdown with 8
seconds remaining, starting off
a giddy celebration in which
Baltimore general manager
Ozzie Newsome a Hall of Fame
tight end _ dropped his head
coach.
``He’s supposed to hold
you up and keep you up when
you jump into his arms,’’
Harbaugh said.
Thankfully for the Ravens,
Smith has better hands.
Baltimore (6-2) ended
Pittsburgh’s four-game winning
streak behind a brilliant final
drive by Flacco, who led the
Ravens 92 yards in 13 plays to
move Baltimore into a tie with
Cincinnati atop the crowded
AFC North.
``This Steelers-Ravens
game is a game for men,’’
Harbaugh said. ``This is a game
for big men. You’ve got to
shine bright in this game if you
want to win this game. And
nobody shined brighter than
Joe Flacco in this game.’’
Not even Smith, who made
up for a pair of earlier gaffes
with the biggest reception of his
young career.
The rookie was flagged for
a penalty on Baltimore’s first
play, wiping out a 76-yard
touchdown run by Ray Rice.
Five plays before the gamewinner, he dropped a pass in the
end zone.
Yet Flacco went right back
to Smith, who got behind
William Gay and shook off a
pass interference penalty to
give the Ravens their first
season sweep of the Steelers
since 2006.
``I have to go to Torrey and
I hope he makes the play,’’ said
Flacco, who finished with 300
yards passing. ``He’s a
playmaker and when you need
to make a big play down the
field, he’s the best guy for that.
On that last drive we went to
him a couple times and finally
it worked.’’
The Steelers (6-3) appeared
to be in control after rallying
from a 10-point deficit to take a
20-16 lead with less than 5
minutes to go when Ben
Roethlisberger
hit
Mike
Wallace for a 25-yard score.
Pittsburgh’s defense held
once and the Steelers moved in

range for Shaun Suisham to
attempt a 47-yard field goal
that could have bumped the
lead to seven.
A delay of game penalty,
however, pushed Pittsburgh
back five yards and the
Steelers opted to punt.
``I accept responsibility for
that,’’ coach Mike Tomlin said.
``There was some hesitation
on my part.’’
There was none from
Flacco, who atoned for an
earlier fourth-quarter fumble
by making big play after big
play. He converted a fourthand-1 at the Pittsburgh 49 with
less than a minute to go to keep
Baltimore’s hopes alive, and
Smith made up for a drop with
the biggest play of his young
career.
``For him to make that play,
it’s huge for him,’’ Baltimore
linebacker Ray Lewis said.
``First of all, it’s huge for Joe. I
think the thing is, outside perception might be to doubt Joe.
But we don’t doubt Joe.’’
And the Ravens left no
doubt they’re not intimidated
by the defending AFC
champions.
``We swept them, but don’t
be fooled we’ll see them again
in January,’’ Baltimore linebacker Terrell Suggs said.
``This is the only team in the
world that can play like we play
and match us blow for blow.’’
This time, the Ravens got
the last shot in.
``You don’t really have
anything to lose,’’ Flacco said.
``You either score or you don’t
score. ... You take a couple of
shots at the end zone and see
what comes of it.’’
The Steelers trailed by 10
going into the fourth quarter but
roared back behind
R o e t h l i s b e rg e r. R a s h a r d
Mendenhall scored from 1 yard
out to pull Pittsburgh within 1613 and Harrison swatted the
ball out of Flacco’s hand on
Baltimore’s next possession.
Gay recovered and
Roethlisberger put the Steelers
in front when he rolled right to
avoid pressure and threw in the
direction of Brown. Wallace
streaked in front of his
teammate for the score and
Pittsburgh appeared to be on its
way to avenging a 28-point loss
to the Ravens in the season
opener.
Roethlisberger finished
with 330 yards passing to
become the first Pittsburgh
quarterback to top 300 in three
consecutive games, but the
Steelers’ defense couldn’t
contain Flacco at the end.
Suggs picked off
Roethlisberger’s pass in the
third quarter to preserve a 9-6
Baltimore lead. A dozen plays
later, Rice darted in from 4
yards out to put the Ravens up
16-6.
The NFL’s top-ranked
defense couldn’t make it hold
up, though for once Flacco
bailed the defense out in a relationship that’s often been vice
versa.
``In my eyes, to be totally
honest with you, they’re the
defending AFC champs, so
they’re still the team to beat,’’
Suggs said of the Steelers.
``But if we’re playing football
throughout, we’ll see them
again in January. But they’ve
got to come to our house.’’
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
Freedom Riders Honored
For 'Hell' They Endured
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE ATLANTAVOICE
ATLANTA – It happened 50
years ago, but they remember it like
it was yesterday:
"It was May 14, Mother's Day,
and all hell broke loose," said
Charles Person, a freshman at
Morehouse when he rode one of the
first two "Freedom Buses" to
Alabama in 1961. "They firebombed the first bus and burned it
to the ground. And they beat us on
both buses."
Fellow
Freedom
Rider
Bernard LaFayette picks up the
story: "After we heard about the
first bus being firebombed, we
started making out our wills before
we left Tennessee, because we
didn't know if we'd make it back.
"A mob awaited us in
Montgomery, and I was standing
next to John Lewis when he was hit
over the head with a Coca Cola
crate," said LaFayette, who
dropped out of American Baptist
Theological Seminary to become a
Freedom Rider.
After the beatings, many of the
Freedom Riders – people like Julia
Aaron Humbles – were sent to jail.
"I was jailed for 90 days in
Jackson, Mississippi, because
when the judge called us rabblerousers, I told him we were not
rabble-rousers but citizens of the
United States demanding our
equality," said Humbles, then a
junior at Southern University.
Other Freedom Riders, people

like Larry Hunter, got special
treatment. "When the jails filled up
in Jackson, they sent us to the
maximum security state prison,"
said Hunter, then a student at
Tennessee State. "It was 49 days of
hell."
It is because of the "hell" the
endured – and the sweeping social
change they ignited – that Freedom
Riders were honored last week by
the Concerned Black Clergy of
Metropolitan Atlanta.
Starting in 1961, Freedom
Riders rode interstate buses into the
segregated South to protest Jim
Crow laws forcing black people to
ride on the back of the bus. The
Freedom Rides of the early and
middle 1960s helped refuel a sputtering civil rights movement and
helped spark the passage of several
civil rights laws.
One of the lifetime achievement awardees was 100-year-old
Amelia Boynton Robinson, the first
person to be assaulted during
"Bloody Sunday," the first voting
rights march from Selma to
Montgomery in 1965.
Boynton Robinson, who
attended Dr. Joseph Lowery's 90th
birthday party in Atlanta last month,
could not be present at the Freedom
Rider ceremony, but sent a representative to receive the award.
"Without people like her, we
would not have a black president
today," said Michelle Williams.
Also accepting a lifetime
achievement award was Freedom
Rider John Lewis, now a U.S. con-

SPECIAL FROM THE
JACKSONVILLE
FREE-PRESS

John Lewis

gressman, who urged attendees to
remain vigilant in the fight for
social change.
"This gives me the strength to
keep going," Lewis said. "The
Freedom Riders were very young,
so I want young people to know
that you have to be persistent and
never give up."
Dr. Richard Cobble, president
of the Concerned Black Clergy,
said the organization opted to honor
the Freedom Riders to salute the
past and help prepare for the future.
"We usually salute black
fathers during our October
fundraiser, but this year we decided
to honor the contributions made in
the past," Cobble said. "We have to
tell our stories to the young people
on how we got over, and remind
them that there's still work to be
done."
Freedom Riders attending the
ceremony said they struggled and
sacrificed then, so future generations could benefit.
"We were willing to give our
lives if we had to," said Freedom
Rider Larry Hunter. "We thought 'If
not now, when?'”

Almost Half Of
Black Youth Report Pressure
From Peers To Have Sex
Part two of two part series
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - “We
are proud to work in partnership with the experts at the
National Campaign on this
survey, and to bring its eyeopening results to our readers
in our October issue,” said
Constance C.R. White, Essence
e d i t o r- in- chief . “I am so
grateful to the young people
who opened up to us in the
survey and told us what is
really going on in their lives
today. What they feel-and
decide to do-about sex, love
and relationships today can
affect the rest of their lives.
Parents know this but often
don’t know where to begin.

This story gives parents and
other caring adults a reason and
a way to talk with their teens
about this important topic.”
The teen pregnancy rate
among African-American youth
has plummeted 44 percent since
1990 and the teen birth rate has
dropped 47 percent since 1991.
While teen pregnancy and birth
rates dropped overall over the
past two decades, rates among
African Americans declined
more than those of any other
racial or ethnic group. “The
truly extraordinary declines in
too-early pregnancy and parenthood among African-American
youth should be recognized and
celebrated as one of the nation’s
great success stories of the past

Black Marines On Way To
Congressional Medals

two decades,” said Sarah
Brown, CEO of The National
Campaign. “Still, the rate of
teen
pregnancy
remains
disproportionately high among
African-American youth suggesting that the nation needs to
explore more targeted and innovative approaches that will
help.”
The National Campaign to
Prevent Teen and Unplanned
Pregnancy is a private, nonprofit organization that seeks
to improve the lives and future
prospects of children and
families. Our specific strategy
is to prevent teen pregnancy
and unplanned pregnancy
among single, young adults.

JACKSONVILLE History books and Hollywood
have chronicled the Army’s
Buffalo Soldiers and the Army
Air Corps’ Tuskegee Airmen,
but the men who integrated the
Marines during World War II
often have been forgotten. That
is starting to change, beginning
with the House’s 422-0 vote of
H.R. 2447, a bill sponsored by
Jacksonville’s own Cong.
Corrine Brown.
Congresswoman Corrine
Brown was elated upon
passing her bill with strong
bipartisan support (HR 2447),
granting the Congressional
Gold Medal to the Montford
Point Marines today on the
House floor last week.
“As a key Member of the
Congressional Black Caucus
and House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, I am thrilled
to see this piece of legislation
finally come to fruition. H.R.
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staff sergeant who fought in
Korea, was one of four
Montford Point veterans on
hand for the vote Tuesday. The
lawmakers gave the four a
standing ovation shortly before
the vote.
Groves, who trained at
Montford Point in 1946, said
he appreciated the recognition.
He served in the Korean War
and said he felt for a time like
the Marine Corps did not want
to acknowledge the Montford
Marines service.
“They did not want us
involved in the history,” Groves
said. “It's been a hard fight.”
More than 300 lawmakers
were co-sponsors of the legislation, providing Republicans
and Democrats with a rare
moment of bipartisanship.
Lawmakers from both parties
spoke in favor of the
resolut “This is a proud victory
for the Montford Point
Marines, as this Gold Medal
will forever anchor their role in
the history of our nation’s great
military.” said Cong. Brown.

National 'Save the Family'
March During
FAMU/BCU Classic
SPECIAL FROM THE
CAPITAL OUTLOOK
TA L L A H A S S E E (TriceEdneyWire.com) - The
National Save the Family Now
Movement Inc. – a coalition of
pastors, publishers and
community leaders along with
the Florida Association of Black
Owned Media (FABOM) – will
host “A National Save the
Family Now! March & Rally”
Nov. 19 in historic Eatonville,
Fla. The event will be held
during the Florida A&M
University-Bethune Cookman
University football classic.
The purpose of the march is
to celebrate family and to
challenge policies, programs
and persons that demean and
denigrate the black family in
particular, and all families in
general.
Additionally, the march will
honor community organizations
and churches that have
developed positive programs
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2447 is an extremely important
measure that honors the
first black Marines with
long overdue deserved
recognition,”
said
the
Congresswoman.
In 1941, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt ordered the
Marine Corps to accept blacks.
The Marine Corps was the last
military branch to do so.
The black Marines
received their basic training
adjacent to Camp Lejeune in
North Carolina, where conditions were harsh and the
treatment from their fellow
Marines could be even harsher.
The black Marines were not
allowed to enter Camp Lejeune
unless accompanied by a white
officer. In the few times they
participated
in
training
exercises, they could not eat
until the white Marines had
finished. They were routinely
passed over for promotions.
About 19,000 men trained
at Montford Point between
1942 and 1949. Most have
since died. Eugene Groves, a

for strengthening families.
Bobby R. Henry of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., and president
of FABOM, stated, “This is a
fine opportunity for our
community to come together
d u r i n g t h i s FA M U / B C U
football classic to uplift our
families and deal with issues
that negatively impact the
family.” Henry is also the
publisher of the WestsideGazette.
The Rev. R.B. Holmes Jr. of
Tallahassee, FL, president of
region two of the National
Newspapers Publishers
A s s o c i a t i o n ( N N PA ) a n d
president of Live
Communications Inc., stated,
“This movement and march is
extremely significant to
mobilize and motivate our
people to stand up against
public policies that will
diminish social security, mediocrity, voters’ rights and
education.”
Region two of the NNPA is

HOROSCOPES

comprised of seven states:
Mississippi, Georgia, Florida,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Te n n e s s e e a n d Vi rg i n i a .
Holmes is also pastor of Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church in
Tallahassee, Fla.
Eatonville was the first
incorporated African-American
community in the nation.
Mayor Bruce Mount and
Deputy Mayor Eddie Cole are
asking everyone to support this
family march.
“Our families, whether traditional, or non-traditional, are
the foundation of our communities. We must do everything we
can to reclaim our young people
and support their goals and aspirations,” said Mayor Mount.
For more information you
may contact Dr. Linda
Fortenberry at 850-681-0990 or
850-222-8440. Email savethefamilynow@savethefamilynow.com or visit the website at
savethefamilynow.com.

Nov. 10 - 16, 2011

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

A surge in your personal power enables
you to slay any dragons that you happen
to meet this week.If you keep your attention on your own personal dragons, you'll
be advancing your own best self by
knocking out some less than healthy
habits. Use the force for good!

Conclusions can be reached; but don't
jump to them. Things are working out in
your best interests. Ignore any negative
attitudes and stay focused on your goals
and plans. You are winning!

You are brilliant this week as you gather
materials and resources together for an
important project. There's a good probability for wonderful news late in the afternoon. Ride the vibes and be gentle with
your own feelings.

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

TAURUS

This is a perfect week for some fun. You
know how to have fun and it's calling you
out to play. Say what you need and the
rest will follow in perfect order! Have a
good time!

A date or meeting that is unexpectedly
cancelled may make someone very
unhappy. Recognize that all things work
for good, and that a better solution is
being provided in the space between
what you think you want and what you
are getting.

Here's a chance to get to the bottom of
an issue that's been bothering you for
quite some time. This week you'll feel
objective enough to focus on the situation, and not the person who may unwittingly have caused the situation. Go for it!

LIBRA

Information flows smoothly to and from
you this week. You are in your element as
communications come and go. You'll
learn much as you listen and observe
others. Be easy on yourself this week.

You may receive some news that trouble
you, but recognize what you can and
can't do about the situation. As powerful
as you are, you are still not required to do
everything for everyone. Do what feels
most loving.

CANCER

SCORPIO

Someone may try to push your buttons
this week. Don't let it get on your nerves.
You have the power to focus your attention on positive thoughts and ideas. They
will prove much more worthwhile in the
long run than a short-term blow-out with
an unequal adversary.

Your leadership skills are shining this
week, so get out there and glimmer with
good vibrations. Others are looking to you
for guidance and as a path to follow. Let
your journey through the week provide a
good model.

GEMINI

AQUARIUS
Serenity is yours as you realize you can
get what you need. It's coming and you
deserve it! Take a few quiet moments this
week to listen to your inner voice. It will
give you a powerful hint about what
activities you should be pursuing right
now.

PISCES
In all of the hustle and bustle of the week
this week, take some time to observe the
Now. There's a great deal to be thankful
for! A great idea could come to you when
you are out with friends.

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South (327-9711)

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
New Mount Olive Primitive
Baptist Church will celebrate our
pastor's second anniversary on
Friday night, Nov. 18, at and
Sunday, Nov. 20 at 11 a.m. and 4
p.m.
We cordially invite the
community to come and worship
with us as we observe this distinguished event honoring Elder

Cedric L. Williams, our most
efficient pastor.
Dr. Willie J. Williams, pastor of
Greater Mount Pilgrim Primitive
Baptist Church in Bradenton, FL
and Moderator of South Florida
Progressive Primitive Baptist
District Association along with his
church will be our guest on Friday
night, Nov. 18 at 7. Our own Elder

Anderson Clayton, Sr. will bring
the morning message on Sunday,
Nov. 20 and Elder Clarence
Warren and Mount Zion Primitive
Baptist Church will be our guest
Sunday afternoon at 4.
We are expecting the holy
spirit to reign through out these
services. Come, fellowship with
us!

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
St. John Missionary Baptist
Church, 3200 5th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, FL. Rev. Norris L.

Martin, Sr, Pastor, Celebrating
Youth Dual Day Friday, Nov.
18, at 7. Speaker: Rev. Dennis

Robinson from Union Baptist
Church.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Domestic Violence Seminar:
Our Women’s Ministry invites
the community to our next
Speaker’s Series 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 9. Crystal
McFadden
from
CASA
(Community Action
Stops
Abuse) will share vital information...you need not be a victim to
attend.
Because domestic
violence doesn’t discriminate
based on age or social-economic

status, teenagers and seniors are
also invited to attend.
Ministry Spotlight:
Our
Nursing Home Ministry provides
encouragement and support to
individuals - and their families with regular visits to nursing
homes. This ministry visits facilities throughout Pinellas County.
They’re making a difference in
the lives of those unable to attend
church by bringing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to them.
Our Reading Enhancement
and Math Improvement Program
offers tutoring Tuesdays and

Thursdays, 5:30-7 p.m. in our
Human Services Building, 945
20th Street South. Participants
must provide: FCAT results,
recent report cards and progress
report or teacher assignments.
FMI:
Doris Newton @
727.822.0443.
Join us for Mid-Day Bible
Study Wednesdays - Noon to
12:30 p.m. - in our main
sanctuary.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
FREE BIBLE PROPHECY
SEMINAR: AMERICA & THE
MARK OF THE BEAST. The
Elim Seventh-day Adventist
Church will be hosting a Bible
Prophecy Seminar, Friday, Dec.
9 and Saturday, Dec. 10. There
are four sessions: America & the
Mark of the Beast – Friday 7
p.m.; The Mark of the Beast
Experienced – Saturday 11 a.m.;
The Mark of the Beast Identified
– Saturday, 2 p.m.; and The
Mark of the Beast Enforced –
Saturday 4 p.m.
This event is free to
everyone, refreshment will be
provided, and free gifts will be
available to some who attend. If
you have questions about this
event, or you live in St.
Petersburg and are in need of
transportation to the event, call

the church at 727-327-2374, or
Pastor Jim Davis at 786-4440613.
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church is located at
4824 2nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
Fl. 33711 (at the corner of 49th
Street and 2nd Ave. South).
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our Sunday
morning Radio Broadcast, every
Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB. Join
Pastor Jim R. Davis for a spiritfilled time of refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., we
distribute free food items to the
community. All are welcomed,
while supplies last. No income
verification is needed, and no
one is turned away while there is

food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 and 2:30), a Free Hot
Lunch is served at the Church
facility. There are no restrictions
as to who may come; the food is
free to all who have needs.
CLOTHING
DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
Some clothing is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested, call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church Saturdays, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. We also take donations
of food, clothing, and financial
contributions.
Thank you for assisting
needy families in our Tampa Bay
community.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation,
extends
to
the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.

Events for Month of Nov.
Nov. 13 - Food Drop off day
for Thanksgiving baskets.
Nov. 20 - Church Outing
–Macedonia, Rubonia, Rev.
Danny Thomas, Pastor. Final
Drop off Day for Thanksgiving
food baskets.
Nov. 21 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving food baskets.
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day
- Offices Closed.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members

and the general public are invited
to study the Bible with us and
learn “What Baptists Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR! To God Be the
Glory. The 2011 Pastor’s
Anniversary Committee is
excited to announce the
following celebratory events:
Theme – “A Messenger

who has been Anointed and
Approved by God.” Scripture:
1 Thessalonians 2:4.
Sunday – Nov.13 at 4 p.m.
Kickoff Speaker: Pastor
Carlos Senior, New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church.
Friday – Nov.18 at 7 p.m.
Prayer
Banquet:
Downtown
Hilton,
Saint
Petersburg, FL.
Sunday, Nov.20 at 7:45 a.m.
Speaker: Pastor Sinnest
Webster, Bible Baptist Church,
Palmetto, FL.
Sunday – Nov.20 at 10:45
a.m. – Speaker: Pastor Gaston
Smith, Friendship Missionary

Baptist Church, Miami, FL.
Sunday – Nov.20 at 4 p.m.
Culmination
Speaker:
Pastor
Patrick
Miller,
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist
Church, Sarasota, FL.
The Ship cordially invites
you to come and be a part of all
our events. Please call Sister
Gloria Peelar at 727-864-4438
for further information.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712. Our telephone
number: 727-906-8300. Don’t
forget to visit our website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

CELEBRATING 106 YEARS OF SERVICE
THEME:
"GREAT IS THE LORD AND GREATLY TO BE PRAISED"
MCCABE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
WILL CELEBRATE ITS 106TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2011 AT 10:00 AM.
THE COMMUNITY IS INVITED TO JOIN US AS WE
CELEBRATE GOD'S GREATNESS AND BLESSINGS UNDER
THE LEADERSHIP OF PASTOR, REV. I. JAMES MITCHELL.
MCCABE IS LOCATED AT 2800 - 26TH AVENUE SOUTH.
PHONE: 727-867-5284
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CAIN

continued from front page
“No, there’s nothing to
shoot down. Secondly the
policy of the restaurant association is not to divulge that
information. As far as we’re
concerned, enough said about
the issue. There’s nothing else
there to develop,” Cain said.
Concluding that conversation, Cain said, “We have no
idea the source of this witch
hunt.”
Politico quoted anonymous
sources, saying that two female
members at the National
Restaurant Association, where
Caine was board chair, not
only charged him with inappropriate behavior, but were
paid five-figure settlements in
an agreement that included
their confidentiality and commitment not to publicly discuss
the issue.
In his trademark humorous
style of communicating with
audiences, Cain, former
chairman and CEO of God
Father’s Pizza, drew lots of
laughter and applause during
opening remarks, but has left
open the door for further investigation into his denials of the
accusations.
O n ly hour s after the
National Press Club appearance, he appeared to contradict
himself in an interview on
PBS: “I am aware that an
agreement was reached. The
word settlement verses
agreement. I don’t know what
they called it,” he said. Then,

he mentioned how small the
settlement was, indicating that
he did know that there was a
monetary settlement after all.
The sexual harassment
denial wasn’t the only denial
from Cain. He said that the
widespread discomfort with
President Obama has nothing
to do with race.
“I don’t think a person
being uncomfortable with this
President has anything whatsoever to do with race. Its bad
policy,” he sai d t o l o u d
applause from supporters in the
audience.
Cain made this statement
despite polls, experts, and scientific research that have
clearly exposed racism as the
basis for widespread angst
against President Obama from
the very beginning of his presidency. Clear evidence and
proof have in cl u d ed h at e
images, such as Obama drawn
as a chimpanzee; death threats,
and a record Secret Service
security force that was established at the beginning of his
election
In a report written early
this year by race hate expert
Mark Potok, “The Year in Hate
and Extremism, 2010,” he
reflected on President Obama’s
tenure. Potok wrote, “For the
second year in a row, the
radical right in America
expanded explosively in 2010,
driven by resentment over the
changing racial demographics
of the country, frustration over
the government’s handling of
the economy, and the main-

streaming
of
conspiracy
theories and other demonizing
propaganda aimed at various
minorities. For many on the
radical right, anger is focusing
on President Obama, who is
seen as embodying everything
that’s wrong with the country.”
Meanwhile, Fox News
commentators
and
other
conservative pundits came
to Cain’s rescue over the
sexual harassment charges.
Conservative analyst Ann
Coulter called it a “high tech
lynching,” quoting Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas
when he was accused of sexual
harassment by Anita Hill
during his Senate hearings
process.
However, that defense will
not stick given that white male
conservative Republicans and
Democrats have been held to
the same scrutiny. Among
those who have made national
news due to alleged and/or
proven sexual indiscretions are
President Bill Clinton, a
Democrat; New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani, a Republican;
New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer, a
Democrat; House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, a Republican;
U. S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, a
Democrat; U. S. Senator John
Edwards, a Republican; and
the late U. S. Senator Strom
Thurmond, a Republican.
Cain’s Press Club visit
ended with his singing a song
at Hamrick’s request. He chose
to sing, “He Looked Beyond
My Faults and Saw My
Needs.”

DEVON

continued from front page
Devon will also be quick to
warn you that you shouldn’t
judge youth in foster care by the
words written on some study in a
file. These children and teens
ar e n ’t a t o t a l i t y o f t h e i r
meltdowns, incidents and dark
moments. Families considering
adopting foster youth like Devon
are urged to take the time to get
to know them; to dig beneath the
outer surface, peel back the
l ay e r s , a n d d i s c o v e r t h e
promising young man or young
woman beneath the facade.
Devon can tell you the exact
moment his life changed; when
someone peeled back his layers
and looked beyond his file. His
life changed when he attended an
adoption social event in 2010.
The intent of these events is to
encourage social interactions
between foster children awaiting
adoption and families ready to
adopt. Devon didn’t want to go,
but his case worker insisted. He
had made up his mind that no
one was going to get close; no
one was going to reject him
(again). But, Devon never
counted on meeting Natalie that
day. She was persistent with her
questions and interest in him,
and soon took steps to become
his mentor.
But, it didn’t stop there.
Natalie then took steps toward
adoption. And when another
failed adoptive placement sent
Devon in a downward spiral,
Natalie informed Devon that she
was interested in giving him a

forever home. She understood
that what Devon had been
missing – commitment and
unconditional love – she could
provide. She knew she was
meant to be Devon’s mother, and
Devon knew he was finally
where he belonged. That he’d
been given a second chance at a
loving, forever family.
D e v o n a n d N a t a l i e ’s
Message to You:
Devon was one of the
fortunate ones. He was given the
opportunity to connect with an
adult who changed his life
forever. Now he and his adoptive
mom, Natalie, want to share their
story in the hopes of touching at
least one heart; in the hopes of
reaching at least one person who
may be interested in mentoring a
child, becoming a foster parent, or
adopting a youth from foster care.
Devon and Natalie want you
to know that on any given day
hundreds of local foster youth
await a forever family in Pinellas
and Pasco counties – and these
children and teens long to put an
end to their waiting. Given their
situations, they are amazingly
resilient and still hold onto hope.
But their need is urgent. They
shouldn’t have to spend one
more holiday without a family.
They shouldn’t have to worry
that no parent will be there for
their ballgames, concerts or high
school
graduations.
They
shouldn’t have to face turning 18
without a forever home.
D e v o n a n d N a t a l i e ’s
message is a simple one. Don’t
just read this article and say to
y o u r s e l f “ t h a t ’s r e a l l y

inspiring.” Do something to
make a difference.
If you or someone you know
has ever considered adopting a
child, take the first step by calling
(866) 233-0790. There’s no cost
and no obligation. You’ll have
your questions answered and be
invited to attend a free orientation. And there are several local
websites you can visit in the
privacy of your home for more
information about adoption; these
are www.EckerdCBC.org/adoptio;
www.heartgallerykids.org; and
www.ExploreAdoptions.com.
Devon and Natalie understand that not everyone can
adopt. Again, they urge you
to do something. Become an
ambassador for a child in
fo s t e r c a r e b y e d u c a t i n g
yourself and others about
adoption. Become a foster
parent for a child, teen or
sibling group in foster care –
or provide that child with a
connection to a caring adult
by becoming their mentor.
Vo l u n t e e r w i t h t h e l o c a l
foster care system and help
with adoption recruitment
efforts. Sponsor an adoption
social event or adoption
support group. Again, the
number to call to help or
learn more is (866) 233-0790.
Please help Natalie and
Devon spread the message
about adopting children from
foster care and help put an
end to those awaiting forever
homes. Don’t let a child in
foster care spend another
holiday alone.
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